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ANCIENT IRISH LITERATURE. 

ANTIQUITY OF CORN AND MILLS IN IRELAND. 

In various preceding numbers of our Journal, we nave 
endeavoured to expose the mistakes proceeding from igno- 
rance of writers who suppose that, previous to the arrival 
of the English, the Irish were in a state of almost utter bar- 
barism. Among other erroneous assertions, it has been 
stated, and very generally believed, that we were wholly 
a pastoral people, waudering about with our herds of cat- 
tle, like the ancient Scythians, from whom we are sup- 
posed to derive our descent. Ledwich, indeed, acknow- 
ledges that his favorite, Giraldus Cambrensis, mentions 
the mills of St. Lucherin and St. Fechin, but considers 
them as solitary instances of their kind erected by the 
monks, and states, that "'querns" (or grinding stones), 
"were generally used, and seem to have been sufficient 
for the agriculture of Ireland to a late period." That this 
statement, like most others in the " Antiquities" of that 
learned writer, is wholly erroneous, we shall satisfactorily 
prove, from an authority which cannot rationally be 
doubted. The following extracts, respecting mills, corn, 
&c., are from MSS. in the library of the Royal Irish 
Academy, which are copies from more ancient ones on 
vellum, in the library of Trinity College, class E. Tab. 3. 
No. 5. The original is faithfully given, in order to lay 
before the lovers of Gaelic lore a specimen of the language 
in which these laws are written, and it will manifestly 
appear, from the extreme difficulty with which those only 
acquainted with the modemrn dialects of Ireland or Scot- 
land, could understand a single phrase thereof-that they 
must have been written at a period veryremote indeed. 
This will still further appear from the fact, that, though 
the text is interlined with a gloss of comparatively modern 
age, yet even that co'mmentary or explanation is now 
quite obsolete, and to most Irish scholars nearly as unin- 
telligible as the text itself, 
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OF GRINDING AT THE MILL. 

If the mill stone should slide off or break without the 
knowledge of any one, it is then as the sledge should slide 
off the anvil. There are three concerned, viz. the mill- 
wright, the man who is grinding his corn, and the miller. 
If the miller knew that there was any danger, he is forth- 
coming for any trespass done. If the mill-wright and the 
man who is grinding his corn fear any thing to happen, 
the man who is grinding his corn is answerable for any 
damage done afterwards, and the mill-wright is free. 

Why is the first sliding of the mill-stone a trespass here, 
and the first sliding of the sledge not made a fine above ?* 

The reason is as the mill is turned by water the sledge 
by hands of men. 

If the miller, the mill-wright and the man whose corn 
is being grinding be present and that the miller knew there 
was any danger, he is answerable for all the damage . If 
the miller be not present whether he knew that there was 
danger or not, and should the mill-wright be present know- 
ing that there was danger in regard to his own work, he 
is answerable for any damages that shall happen. 

Why is the man whose corn is being grinding charged here for a trespass, and why is the other not charged ? 
The reason is : the man whose corn is being grinding, 

made no obstacle and took upon him to be under any da- 
mage that might happen. 

The miller is free if the rest consented to go on with 
the grinding. The first sliding of the stone is not to he 
charged to any. If the mill-wright should leave the mill in 
bad order after him, he is to pay all the debt or damage, and 
if any mischance should happen by the strength of the water 
when the mill is not in bad order, the miller then is to pay all the fines. 
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f In another part of the Brehon Laws where the laws of 
forges are given. 

A great part of these laws are carried on by way of ques- tion and answer.... 
t Ithlann, (now corruptly called by the peasantry in many 

parts of Ireland, "haggard,") is derivedy iom nith, colin, and Lann, a repository. 
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